ADOLFO OMODED

Informative notes on an Italian historian

Adolfo Omodeo, the greatest Italian
historian of our time, ranks amﬂné“greatest historian in
Europe. His work and fame were stifled in his own country,

during the twenty yearg tyranny, which he implacably opposed.

The world at large should get acquain=
ted with Omodeo's very original approach to historical pro=
blems, all the more so in view of the bewildering oplnlons
that are generally held.

His world-wide.vision is enlivened by

» touches of Mazzini's human warmth and every historical pro=
blem, from the plainest to the most complex one, is analyzed
with a view to finding a solution universally valid. Omodeo's
* unshakable faith in the power of truth and freedom, a faith -
.he religiously adhered to, lends a persuasive strength to his
dissertations, which are enlightened by a profound cultural
preparation and free from empty abstractions.

Every student of history will find it

——worthwhile bo-meditate upon.the brozd vision that inspired

the thought of this eminent Italian. His whole life has been
llved at the height of his ideals, which he applied to the
great problems of his country and to his ewn personal ones.
A very noble life indeed, which proved the validity of his

principles and the sincerity of his enthusiasm. g :
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For twenty years he chafed under the
oppression that held Italy in its grip, while all his works are
the outspoken condemnation of tyranny itself. On its downfall
he Threw his ceaseless activity into the political struggle,
but his strong personality, worn out by overlong suffering,
broke down under this last strain.



obscure, as can be seen, for instance, in hls work on-Joseph De
Mai S'tl"e o |

Equally versed in ancient history - which he taught early
in his career as a University professor - as well as in modern
history, Omodeo, as man of our time, felt the need of applying
himself also to the study of the mare recent and o contemporary
events. It was thus possible for him to encompass in his mind
the whole field of history and to resort to analogy for the ex-
planation and better understanding of the relation betwean higtorical

events, a rare ability indeed =mmmm possessed g only
by the very few.

Thaéé whe will read his ma jor works and his collection

of -articles, essays-and reviews, will readily bear out the truth
of this assertion.
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pean coap@rgtlon through the testimonissss of those—who—pook-part 2
' -a@gen the ideals of the Risorgimento,
AL
VI) A REACTIONARY: GOUTE J. DB wnlmﬂd‘ (Barl Laterza, 1939)

: ﬂ#ﬂdcﬂhw{ﬁd“wHHﬂMduwm#Pdlwa,
%WA study fma-&eé-ﬂ{wﬂ reﬁwahas—%wl‘ﬁm, on the

political and religious thought ‘of De1i1lsuve,//nposed to the liberal
spirit of new hlstorlograpﬁpu

VII) ALFRED LOISY, A HISTORIAN OF RELIGIONS (Bari, Iaterza, 1939)

@hﬁﬂ-&#%&n essay -on tne historiographic work and religious thought
of this modern clergyman,

f

VIII) THE POLITICAL WORK OF COUNT GAVOUR (Flrenze, La Nuova Italia,

1942) = 2 volumes
bk aud d-fh:uf?vt

A An “O]:‘lglllal valuation of Cavour's work and #f 1tusu relationg
et iovy
with Mazzini'sff in spite of theirdifferent dialectics, th;:#Wﬂ-protap

gonist@® of the Risorgimento are hewl# considered in the light of their
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common source of lnspiration and eternal ideal function, where afmis-

sion 1ghly :ageney&#&#élG@—tha_sacaalga;aﬂﬁ&ﬁ is placed at the cen-

tre of an- obv1ouéiy liberal civilization, 13ﬁt3 at%ﬁr eminent politi-

01ans of the ﬁlme, bﬂside gavour~and Mazzinl, are-Dortrayed in this
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IX) THE LEGEND OF CARLO ALBERTO IN THE RECENT HISTORIOGRAPHY (Tori-
| no, kinaudi, 1940)
X) V. GIOBERTI AND HIS POLITICAL EVOLUTION (Torino, Einaudi, 1941)

These books contain /v 71g0r%us polemice against the slavish apologe-—
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tic and conventionalism of . lhﬂgg;ﬁﬁﬂ personages and the ef
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feet of thelr work are bﬂﬂﬂgﬁihhaek to thelr real proportions,

XI) FOR THE RECONQUEST OF FREEDOM (Napoli, Macchiaroli, 1945)

XII) FOR THE DEFENCE OF CULIURE (Napoli, Humus, 1944)

| Ao amas conhnourly
The documents of the fierce bsa¥tle assiduousiy. fought during and
| S
after © oAb s £ both 1n the political and cultural fieldcan

o
be found in these books (ﬁfﬁ? sionate defence of the liberal prinei
ples and traditions of the modern Buropean world,
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XIII) PEreeN=e®S AND PASSIONS-OR THE ITALIAN RISORGINENTO (Rowma, iMon—

dadori, 1945)

This ook contains: Essays and researches about episodes and chax-
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acters of‘ the Risorgimento (French,ww&ada u&‘éﬂ_ldn initiati-

. The crisis of 1348; The -eeclesiastie pollcv('ﬁer 1860; The poli-

T ey of Napoleon ITII; Italy from 1870 to 1915; Mazzini, Pl&accme, et~

tembrini, Menzoni etc.).

XIV) ASPECTS OF THE CATHOLICISHM OF THE RESTORATION (Torino, Elnaudl,
. - 1946)

The following passage is quoted from the Introduction: "The essays

gathered from unpublished erg#'blngs concur to enlighten the Catholi-

cism of the Restoration W% in its noisy praxis and Pts coecikBgia~

bﬂwuﬁ- #&pit policy of a great cardinal,and in the intimate life of one of th

sub—~albpine leaders of the Catholic awakening"®

XV) FRENCH GULTURE DURING THE RESTORATION (Milano, Mondadori, 1946)
ol Haa fadn R Y

. These 68587 MW appeararice when Oﬁﬂ.quﬁl‘-&d France \
seemed to drag with wer in Ry ruin the whole of our civilization. |

The work was continuved “Nlthﬁesnerate fury, as a protesst against a
hostiler fate and to determine the essential faith of our western civi
lization, against which the barking guns and the cxkgshing of bombs
oauld do nothing, The generous nobility of early Romanticism, of such
men as (ﬁ% taken up once again the thread of civil work after l\lapole-
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at dreams of civilization dreamt both by the liberal and catholic ™

lowers of Lemennais, the pediidsieed rcvival of poetry and of & greater

history, the social mission of human redeumption flashed before my
mind among the storming of a new Attila". (The above passage 1ls duo-
ted from Introduction), £ e '
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Here follows a comment by Benedetto Croce on Adolfo Omodeo' s

works:

The revival of philosophieal thought which grew in inten-

Lt sity towards the close of the I9th century and took on a reform-—
ing and revolutionary characiter during the first decades of the
rollowing centur¥y, resulted in history being viewed in quite a
different light than was formerly the case, when historians mere
wont to assert themselves as true and objective narrators of
what they drew directly from documents, with absolute politieal
and religious dispassion.

As a result of this revival, historians came to realize
that history can neither be thought of nor understood, if the
influence of politieal, ethieal, religious, philosophical and
artistic factors are not clearly visioned and passionately- in-
vestigated. Even though history is mmm in no way at the mercy
of human paésions and tendencies, it does presuppose them as
a necessary antecendent and as its own subject matter,

Historiographical problems have thus come to be closely
linked to tThe philosophical ones, the latter being in turn deeply
permeated by history, so that their close relatedness calls for
a long sustained historical investigation with regard to philo-

- sophyy and viceversa, history and philosophy being thoroughly
interdependent in inception and development, An interdependence
not excluding that personal tendencies and the urge of spiritual
values, may lead scholars to emphasize either one or the other
of-the~bwe inseparable mental attitudes, .

From his early youth, Omodeo had been keenly interested
4 in historical study and research and he clearly sensed the new
' trend of Italian thought, which he made his own, and in articles,
essays and reviews he deliberately and insistently dealt with
gquestions of pure theoretical and methodological imperd,
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His own true vocation, however, prompted him To focus
his endeavours on the concrete drama of history, for which
he was eminently endowed, He pursued his studies and resear-
ches invariably at first hand and possessed the ability to

Nk y;a~£*f“‘documents with a highly sensitive and constructive spirit.

- He rose above the one-sided tendencies of individuals or political
Fumdd v~ parties in order to investigate the tendencies lying under outer
Liovadois events, that is to discover and to understand how events sprang

from the joint influence of concurring and of contrasting ten~
. dencies. The light of his religious faith - the religion of
o250 freedom - his loving natur%,and his mental poise, all con-
tributed -to give clearness, warmth and strength tTo his style.
His thorough study of religious history, particularly the
Christian, enabled him to enter into the spirlt and meaning

of historical figures and events that would otherwise remall
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I) A HISTORY OF THE ORIGINS OF CHRISTIANITY (Messina, Principato,
191%-1925)

1) Jemms and the Origins of Christianity

2) Prolegomena to the Histery of the Apostolicmm Age
53) Paul of Tarsus, the Apostle of Peoples

4) The Mysticism of John the Apostle (Bari, Laterza)

The above mentioned work is an ample study of the early stages of
M the history of Christianity with a faithful interpretation of the
sources., The endless constructive capacity of the Christian spirit of
charity, in a world heading towards political, social and cultural de
cay, 1s emphasized by the Author, who eliminates ewve®y miraculous
transcendentalism, ' b

IT) RELIGION AND CIVILI4ZATION (Messina, Principato, 1924)
(From ancient Greece to the present days)

mis—'ra-,é synthetic history of both classical and Christian reli-
gions as seen in the light of progressive Buropean culture,
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II1) WORAT TRADITIONS ATD HISTORTC DISOTPITINE (Bari, Laterza. 1929)

iThié‘méﬂ,ﬁ collections of essays on the huuan value of Christian
hiﬁ%ﬁ??,“ﬁﬁfﬁﬁﬁ“ﬁistvringmﬁpﬁi@“prq%1ﬁmﬁ of“early Christianity, on
she Roman religion and such Religions as are founded upon mystery;
and on the history of Italian Risorgimento. The religious interpreta—

~ tion of thée history confers a deep unity to this collection,

IV) THE AGE OF ITALIAN RISORGIMENTO (5 U2 ed., Naples, E.S.I.,1946)
N *'-.'..J,.-'j ! o=

| m&n institutional work which considers Italian history ,at H

the centre of European history, and affirms the universal value of It

th

alian experience in the 19 Century. The following passage is quoted

frﬁﬁmﬁﬁe*Inﬁro&uﬁtign: "ThepFtalian nationality was born out of the

" whole movement of modern uropean civiligzation... It had a universadl

meaning and under ma%g aspects 1t was the highest and noblest form of
FR L W
the modern spirit goﬁgg%éa by Italians on Italian soil",

V) MOMENTS OF TRENCH LIFE THROUGH J#lé LETTERS OF DEAD SOLDIERS
%“) (Bari, Laterza, 1934)
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his -boek desals with fhe World War|as-seen in the spirit of Buro-
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